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Victor Estrella Burgos became the first Dominican to participate in a Grand Slam tournament. Although he lost in France Actress Breaks Silence On Gay Rumors

and Wimbledon, he had a great start at the US Open. Here are 6 things to know about this tennis player. Reuters

ADVERTISEMENT

On Tuesday, August 26, the first Dominican ever to compete in the US Open, not only did so, but won
his first Grand Slam. Victor Estrella Burgos made history, when he took the tennis court and made it
his own at the age of 34, which is old in “tennis years.” Encouraged by many fellow Dominicans, who
went to the match to support the athlete, Estrella Burgos defeated Dutchman Igor Sijsling, 27, winning,
2-6, 6-4, 6-3, 6-2. "l was expecting a lot of Dominicans, but not that many," Estrella Burgos said,
according to Fox News Latino.

"| started a bit nervous and for a moment | was upset that | was disappointing all these people who
came to see me," he added. "But even if | would have lost that second set, | knew that | was going to be
able to win." He continued recalling his experience in the court, and how he coped with his
compatriots, who were cheering and calling out every move he or his opponent made. "Sometimes they
were calling the ball out in the middle of a point. | have to tell them, 'Please don't call them out,

because you're confusing me.' But it was great," he said. In Case You Missed
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Who is Victor Estrella Burgos? 6 Things To Know About First Dominican Ever To Compete In US Open

Victor Estrella Burgos’ story is not what anyone would expect either. He had a humble start in the
sport, and just when he thought he was done with professional tennis, his hopes were revived and his
spirit became unbreakable. Here are 6 things to know about this athlete.

Lifestyle Entertainment
1) It all began when he was 8 years old and very hyperactive. His parents were friends with the MAC Cosmetics Eduardo Verastegui
manager of the Centro Espafiol Club in Santiago, Dominican Republic, and asked him to make his son Reveals New Selena- Questions God's Plan
. B i Inspired Makeup After 14 Years Of
run a lot. Victor ended up as a ball boy, but was watching and learning how club members would play ErnEE Celibacy

the game.
2) He played with his heart, and although he had an immense talent, he couldn’t get financial support 4
to pursue his tennis career, so he eventually gave up and became a coach. - r

- "
Telenovelas Lifestyle
s . . . e Angelique Boyer Frida Kahlo Painting
3) It wasn’t until 2006, when a former coach, Sixto Camacho, asked him to be a hitting partner for a Frustrated Over Cutting  Fetches Record $8M At
Puerto Rican team preparing to play the Davis Cup, that Estrella Burgos really considered making a Of 'Tres Veces Ana’ Christie's Auction
comeback. Scenes

ADVERTISEMENT

4) He made a living by playing in Futures and Challenger events, although his performance was
unimpressive. However, it all changed in 2012 when he torn cartilage in his right elbow while playing
the Davis Cup in Mexico and couldn’t play for six months. This injury made him realize his time was
running out, and after he recovered, he trained and played with a sense of urgency.

5) His recovery inspired him, and his game changed. Estrella Burgos became the first Dominican
tennis player to reach the top 100 of the ATP rankings last February, when he won a Challenger
tournament in Salinas, Ecuador. He climbed from being ranked 300th to 80th, which places him as a
genuine competition.

6) Victor acknowledges that although he might be a little old, he’s not as worn out as other players who

might have been playing professionally for longer. "I see that the guys from my generation, from the

'80s, most of them have retired," he told The Associated Press. "But | really didn't play when | was 18, ADVERTISEMENT
19 or 20. | think my body is rested in that regard. I'm not worn out physically."
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