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In Case You Missed

Pedrito Martinez came to the United Stated knowing no one, no English and with a dream. Facebook/ Pedrito Martínez Group

Back in January, my mom, my sister and I were invited to have dinner with my mom’s friend. It was a
girls’ night out in New York City. My mom’s friend, Janet, was kind enough to make a reservation at
this place she insisted we go to, because it’s Cuban and it had a live band playing “Latin” music. I had
already taken a few days off from work to be with my mom and sister who were visiting, so I was in the
“I’ll go wherever you take me” mood. Janet gave us the address and we agreed to meet there. It was 8th
Avenue between 55th and 56th streets. The place: Guantanamera.

We get there right on time for our reservation and the place is packed. A group of people was standing
by the door trying to get to the hostess and see if they could get a seat. It took them about 45 minutes
for them to sit us on our table, and although my mom was beginning to get a little impatient, Janet
assured her she wouldn’t regret it. And she was right. We sat down and finally were able to appreciate
what was going on: the restaurant has a stage with a live band that sounded amazing. It was talent
coming out of every single pore on those people’s bodies.

Lifestyle

Latinos In The US: Pedrito Martínez Talks Being
Discovered In Cuba To Collaborating With Sting, Bruce
Springsteen [EXCLUSIVE]
�
Like

�
Twitter

�
Comment

�
Email By Maria G. Valdez | Feb 27 2014, 09:30AM EST

http://www.latintimes.com/
http://www.latintimes.com/
http://www.latintimes.com/
https://www.facebook.com/TheLatinTimes
https://twitter.com/thelatintimes
https://plus.google.com/108640103084687399949/posts
http://www.pinterest.com/latintimes/
http://www.latintimes.com/news
http://www.latintimes.com/news
http://www.latintimes.com/entertainment
http://www.latintimes.com/entertainment
http://www.latintimes.com/sports
http://www.latintimes.com/sports
http://www.latintimes.com/lifestyle
http://www.latintimes.com/lifestyle
http://www.latintimes.com/tech-games
http://www.latintimes.com/tech-games
http://www.latintimes.com/eiza-gonzalez-denies-giovani-dos-santos-romance-watch-baby-driver-star-avoid-414690
http://www.latintimes.com/eiza-gonzalez-denies-giovani-dos-santos-romance-watch-baby-driver-star-avoid-414690
http://www.latintimes.com/entertainment
http://www.latintimes.com/entertainment
http://www.latintimes.com/eiza-gonzalez-denies-giovani-dos-santos-romance-watch-baby-driver-star-avoid-414690
http://www.latintimes.com/eiza-gonzalez-denies-giovani-dos-santos-romance-watch-baby-driver-star-avoid-414690
http://www.latintimes.com/eiza-gonzalez-denies-giovani-dos-santos-romance-watch-baby-driver-star-avoid-414690
http://www.latintimes.com/eiza-gonzalez-denies-giovani-dos-santos-romance-watch-baby-driver-star-avoid-414690
http://www.latintimes.com/denise-bidot-inclusive-campaign-curvy-model-launches-no-wrong-way-movement-414503
http://www.latintimes.com/denise-bidot-inclusive-campaign-curvy-model-launches-no-wrong-way-movement-414503
http://www.latintimes.com/lifestyle/fashionbeauty
http://www.latintimes.com/lifestyle/fashionbeauty
http://www.latintimes.com/denise-bidot-inclusive-campaign-curvy-model-launches-no-wrong-way-movement-414503
http://www.latintimes.com/denise-bidot-inclusive-campaign-curvy-model-launches-no-wrong-way-movement-414503
http://www.latintimes.com/denise-bidot-inclusive-campaign-curvy-model-launches-no-wrong-way-movement-414503
http://www.latintimes.com/denise-bidot-inclusive-campaign-curvy-model-launches-no-wrong-way-movement-414503
http://www.latintimes.com/kate-del-castillo-meet-el-chapo-ny-jail-ingobernable-actress-clears-rumors-414661
http://www.latintimes.com/kate-del-castillo-meet-el-chapo-ny-jail-ingobernable-actress-clears-rumors-414661
http://www.latintimes.com/entertainment
http://www.latintimes.com/entertainment
http://www.latintimes.com/kate-del-castillo-meet-el-chapo-ny-jail-ingobernable-actress-clears-rumors-414661
http://www.latintimes.com/kate-del-castillo-meet-el-chapo-ny-jail-ingobernable-actress-clears-rumors-414661
http://www.latintimes.com/kate-del-castillo-meet-el-chapo-ny-jail-ingobernable-actress-clears-rumors-414661
http://www.latintimes.com/la-piloto-first-week-5-best-moments-univision-shows-episodes-video-414490
http://www.latintimes.com/la-piloto-first-week-5-best-moments-univision-shows-episodes-video-414490
http://www.latintimes.com/entertainment
http://www.latintimes.com/entertainment
http://www.latintimes.com/la-piloto-first-week-5-best-moments-univision-shows-episodes-video-414490
http://www.latintimes.com/la-piloto-first-week-5-best-moments-univision-shows-episodes-video-414490
http://www.latintimes.com/entertainment
http://www.latintimes.com/eiza-gonzalez-denies-giovani-dos-santos-romance-watch-baby-driver-star-avoid-414690?utm_source=internal&utm_campaign=most_read&utm_medium=most_read2
http://www.latintimes.com/eiza-gonzalez-denies-giovani-dos-santos-romance-watch-baby-driver-star-avoid-414690?utm_source=internal&utm_campaign=most_read&utm_medium=most_read2
http://www.latintimes.com/lifestyle
http://www.latintimes.com/refresh-your-routine-11-beauty-essentials-celebrate-spring-equinox-414538?utm_source=internal&utm_campaign=most_read&utm_medium=most_read3
http://www.latintimes.com/entertainment
http://www.latintimes.com/netflix-april-2017-full-list-new-releases-las-chicas-del-cable-sofia-first-season-3-414703?utm_source=internal&utm_campaign=most_read&utm_medium=most_read4
http://www.latintimes.com/netflix-april-2017-full-list-new-releases-las-chicas-del-cable-sofia-first-season-3-414703?utm_source=internal&utm_campaign=most_read&utm_medium=most_read4
http://www.latintimes.com/entertainment
http://www.latintimes.com/natasha-dupeyron-lesbian-televisa-actress-breaks-silence-gay-rumors-414696?utm_source=internal&utm_campaign=most_read&utm_medium=most_read5
http://www.latintimes.com/natasha-dupeyron-lesbian-televisa-actress-breaks-silence-gay-rumors-414696?utm_source=internal&utm_campaign=most_read&utm_medium=most_read5
http://www.latintimes.com/lifestyle
http://www.latintimes.com/how-rum-right-5-tips-pick-drink-and-enjoy-beverage-best-way-all-year-414583?utm_source=internal&utm_campaign=most_read&utm_medium=most_read1
http://guantanamerany.com/Home.html
http://www.latintimes.com/lifestyle
http://www.latintimes.com/lifestyle
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://www.latintimes.com/latinos-us-pedrito-martinez-talks-being-discovered-cuba-collaborating-sting-bruce-155403
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Pedrito+Mart%C3%ADnez%27s+Amazing+Story+From+Cuba+To+US+http://www.latintimes.com/latinos-us-pedrito-martinez-talks-being-discovered-cuba-collaborating-sting-bruce-155403
mailto:?&subject=Pedrito+Mart%C3%ADnez%27s+Amazing+Story+From+Cuba+To+US&body=http://www.latintimes.com/latinos-us-pedrito-martinez-talks-being-discovered-cuba-collaborating-sting-bruce-155403
http://www.latintimes.com/reporters/maria-g-valdez
MariaGracia
Highlight



Latinos In The US: Pedrito Martínez Talks Being Discovered In Cuba To Collaborating With Sting, Bruce Springsteen [EXCLUSIVE]

http://www.latintimes.com/latinos-us-pedrito-martinez-talks-being-discovered-cuba-collaborating-sting-bruce-155403[3/24/17, 1:44:47 AM]

Lifestyle
MAC Cosmetics
Reveals New Selena-
Inspired Makeup
Products

Entertainment
Eduardo Verástegui
Questions God's Plan
After 14 Years Of
Celibacy

Telenovelas
Angelique Boyer
Frustrated Over Cutting
Of 'Tres Veces Ana'
Scenes

Lifestyle
Frida Kahlo Painting
Fetches Record $8M At
Christie's Auction

A D V E R T I S E M E N T
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They played popular songs in Spanish with a very ethnic feel, popular English songs with amazing
arrangements, and songs that I didn’t know about but made me clap, move on my seat and even stand
up for a moment. It was something magical, straight out of Latin music heaven. To add a cherry on top,
on the table next to us was legendary musician Rubén Blades, who just happened to pass by to precisely
enjoy the band that was playing.

I felt left out for a moment as I realized everyone knew about these people except for me. And then I
felt mad because I didn’t have their sound in my life sooner. So I did what any reporter would have
done, and asked around until I found their manager, Paul Siegel. I introduced myself and exchanged
contacts. The next day I emailed him to set an interview with the head of this out of the ordinary band,
Pedro Pablo Martínez Campos, or Pedrito Martínez, how he is known in the business. It turned out, this
41-year-old percussionist’s history is more impressive than I thought, and I am very thankful to have
come across him, so I could share his story with you. I give you Pedrito Martínez of the Pedrito
Martínez Group (PMG).

"I was born and raised in La Habana, Cuba, in a very small neighborhood in the middle of La Habana
called Cayo Hueso," Pedrito began. "I came to the United States when I was 25 years old. Back in Cuba
I was always involved with music ever since I was 13. I come from a family of musicians. My uncle, my
mom’s brother used to play with a lot of known orchestras like Pello El Afrokan, Orquesta Fajardo, and
I loved it. So I began to get involved with folkloric music, Afro-Cuban music and I became a part of
many groups too, like Yoruba Andabo, and the maestro Tata Güines, until 1998, when a Canadian
saxophonist went to Cuba and heard me playing with a local group at the Casa de la Cultura de Plaza,
in a festival they do called Jazz Plaza. And she invited me with a Cuban group to go tour the United
States and Canada, and well, I ended up staying."

When you moved to the States, did you have any family or relatives here?

"I didn’t know anybody."

What did you do then? How did you become a part of this new culture and blend in and eventually get
jobs in the music community?

"When I came in 1998 I met a person named Orlando Ríos, also a Cuban, who had come to America in
1980. He knew me from Cuba, because every time he went back to do his religious stuff, he gathered a
group of musicians and I was one of them. So when I came here, he opened up his house for me. I lived
there for a few months. He was recognized here too, and he played in different groups here too. So I
started working with him, and he connected me with other musicians. And that’s how I started. Going
to religious activities with Orlando, playing with local bands in restaurants and such."

When did you form the Pedrito Martínez Group? And how did you select the musicians that play with
you?

"Before forming this band, I was playing with a lot of well known groups. I used to play with them and I
also recorded a lot with them. I played with Eddie Palmieri for a long time, with Paquito D’Rivera, Steve
Turre, Sting, Bruce Springsteen, Elton John. I’ve done a lot since I started out and before forming the
Pedrito Martinez Group. A group that broke all barriers for me was Yerba Buena, which I founded. The
director of the group was Andres Levin, a Venezuelan, and great producer. With them, a lot of doors
opened for me. At the same time I was playing with Horacio ‘El Negro’ Hernández and we had a great
contract in Japan, so we traveled a lot. And around that time I recorded a lot of albums too. And in
2001 I get the great opportunity of going to the Thelonious Monk International Jazz Competition, each
year they focus on a different instrument, and when it came the time for percussion, I went, I won and
I got $20,000 and the option to go to a music school. That really opened up many doors for me."

So you originally learned your instrument from watching your family play...

"I learned in the streets basically. I never had the opportunity, given my socioeconomic conditions and
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the political conditions of my country, to actually go to a music school. So I learned everything in the
streets, with local groups in schools, religious groups, and yes, so to continue the story, the PMG came
together eight years ago, when a friend of mine called me and told me there was a man who wanted to
open a restaurant on 8th Avenue between 55th and 56th. Back then the place was called ‘Azúcar,’ now
it’s ‘Guantanamera.’ And the owner wanted a local band to play the whole week. Back then I used to
travel a lot and I had a baby, so I was asking myself ‘How do I balance my family and my work?’ So I
made the decision to stop traveling with other groups and form my own to be closer to my family in
New York City. So I went over to the restaurant, talked with the owner, and I put together a band, that
was not the same one I have now. A lot has rained ever since and a lot of people have come and go. And
the ones who stuck were actually there by coincidence when other musicians stood me up and they
showed up to cover for them, and it’s been four years since we’ve all been together. They’re extremely
professional, disciplined and they sounded how I wanted them to sound."

Well, it has worked, because in order to see you play reservations must be made weeks in advance at
Guantanamera!

(Laughs) "It’s worked out yes, we’re traveling a lot, our album has been a sensation, and it’s all good.
I’m very happy to be able to show and promote Latin music around the world."

How would you define your genre?

"It’s been a lot of years of me playing a lot of jazz, pop... but the root of what we play is Afro-Cuban,
because it’s where I’m from, it’s what I learned ever since I was a kid. But we have a very New Yorker
feel that’s very ours. The Afro-Cuban sound comes in the rhythmic base, but everything else is very
New Yorker. And New York has that mix of a cosmopolitan sound, that comes from many places in the
world, many cultures, and that’s something that no one can take away from this city. I feel equally New
Yorker and Cuban because this city has taught me so much. But yes, I think we’re a mix of Latin music
with a modern New York sound."

Pedrito, you mentioned earlier major names of the music industry that you have worked with. What has
been the best experience you’ve had working with some of those artists?

"Well, who would’ve told me that I, a little kid from the streets of Cuba, was going to have the
opportunity to come to the Big Apple, the capital of the world, without knowing anybody and being
able to play a full house in Carnegie Hall, playing with some very big names. It’s a bit traumatic. The
first time I was called to do a project with Sting with the Rainforest Foundation to gather funds to save
the Amazon, it was impressive. I had never had a drum set as big as the one they had for me. They were
instruments that I knew how to play, but the genre was totally new for me. This was pop. It was colors,
details, everything very subtle. It was a whole new world for me and I learned so much to be playing
with such important people and seeing where I was, it was an impressive experience for me."

What’s next for the Pedrito Martinez Group?

"We’re going to the Calle Ocho festival in March, we’re the hosts, and then we’re off to Michigan,
Puerto Rico, Aspen, Israel, Denmark, Stockholm, Finland..."

If you hadn’t been a musician, what do you think you would be doing now?

"I have always been sporty. I boxed for many years and practiced Judo too. I come from a family that
likes sports. My dad and my brother boxed, my two brothers wrestled, my uncle was a Judo champion,
so I love sports and I take good care of myself."
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