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A D V E R T I S E M E N T
Starring Channing Tatum, Zoe Saldana and Diego Luna, "The Book of Life" will give you an overview of the colorful
tradition of "Día de los Muertos." In theaters October 17. 20th Century Fox

Last year, I learned that Disney wanted to trademark the Día de los Muertos, a very Mexican tradition
that focuses on remembering the dead, celebrating their lives and gathering family and friends to do so
in a lively manner, full of color and with specific rituals. They backed off after the article I wrote
exposing it (although at the time I just thought of it as a cool way for kids all over the world to learn
about this), mostly because it prompted a petition online that got thousands of signatures and a lot of
angry Disney fans.

Of course, I later understood that you couldn’t trademark a tradition like that. Commercializing on the
folklore of a culture to benefit a major company and not precisely the country where that tradition hails
from, just wasn’t right. Disney pulled back altogether and decided not to touch the subject again.

Entertainment

‘The Book Of Life’ Review: Why Disney’s Mistake Was
Fox’s Greatest Win
�
Like

�
Twitter

�
Comment

�
Email By Maria G. Valdez | Oct 16 2014, 03:57PM EDT

� � � � �
� � � � � �

http://www.latintimes.com/eiza-gonzalez-denies-giovani-dos-santos-romance-watch-baby-driver-star-avoid-414690
http://www.latintimes.com/eiza-gonzalez-denies-giovani-dos-santos-romance-watch-baby-driver-star-avoid-414690
http://www.latintimes.com/entertainment
http://www.latintimes.com/entertainment
http://www.latintimes.com/eiza-gonzalez-denies-giovani-dos-santos-romance-watch-baby-driver-star-avoid-414690
http://www.latintimes.com/eiza-gonzalez-denies-giovani-dos-santos-romance-watch-baby-driver-star-avoid-414690
http://www.latintimes.com/eiza-gonzalez-denies-giovani-dos-santos-romance-watch-baby-driver-star-avoid-414690
http://www.latintimes.com/eiza-gonzalez-denies-giovani-dos-santos-romance-watch-baby-driver-star-avoid-414690
http://www.latintimes.com/denise-bidot-inclusive-campaign-curvy-model-launches-no-wrong-way-movement-414503
http://www.latintimes.com/denise-bidot-inclusive-campaign-curvy-model-launches-no-wrong-way-movement-414503
http://www.latintimes.com/lifestyle/fashionbeauty
http://www.latintimes.com/lifestyle/fashionbeauty
http://www.latintimes.com/denise-bidot-inclusive-campaign-curvy-model-launches-no-wrong-way-movement-414503
http://www.latintimes.com/denise-bidot-inclusive-campaign-curvy-model-launches-no-wrong-way-movement-414503
http://www.latintimes.com/denise-bidot-inclusive-campaign-curvy-model-launches-no-wrong-way-movement-414503
http://www.latintimes.com/denise-bidot-inclusive-campaign-curvy-model-launches-no-wrong-way-movement-414503
http://www.latintimes.com/kate-del-castillo-meet-el-chapo-ny-jail-ingobernable-actress-clears-rumors-414661
http://www.latintimes.com/kate-del-castillo-meet-el-chapo-ny-jail-ingobernable-actress-clears-rumors-414661
http://www.latintimes.com/entertainment
http://www.latintimes.com/entertainment
http://www.latintimes.com/kate-del-castillo-meet-el-chapo-ny-jail-ingobernable-actress-clears-rumors-414661
http://www.latintimes.com/kate-del-castillo-meet-el-chapo-ny-jail-ingobernable-actress-clears-rumors-414661
http://www.latintimes.com/kate-del-castillo-meet-el-chapo-ny-jail-ingobernable-actress-clears-rumors-414661
http://www.latintimes.com/la-piloto-first-week-5-best-moments-univision-shows-episodes-video-414490
http://www.latintimes.com/la-piloto-first-week-5-best-moments-univision-shows-episodes-video-414490
http://www.latintimes.com/entertainment
http://www.latintimes.com/entertainment
http://www.latintimes.com/la-piloto-first-week-5-best-moments-univision-shows-episodes-video-414490
http://www.latintimes.com/la-piloto-first-week-5-best-moments-univision-shows-episodes-video-414490
http://www.latintimes.com/entertainment
http://www.latintimes.com/kate-del-castillo-meet-el-chapo-ny-jail-ingobernable-actress-clears-rumors-414661?utm_source=internal&utm_campaign=most_read&utm_medium=most_read2
http://www.latintimes.com/kate-del-castillo-meet-el-chapo-ny-jail-ingobernable-actress-clears-rumors-414661?utm_source=internal&utm_campaign=most_read&utm_medium=most_read2
http://www.latintimes.com/entertainment
http://www.latintimes.com/el-capo-telenovela-cast-mauricio-islas-stars-telemundo-narco-series-414654?utm_source=internal&utm_campaign=most_read&utm_medium=most_read3
http://www.latintimes.com/el-capo-telenovela-cast-mauricio-islas-stars-telemundo-narco-series-414654?utm_source=internal&utm_campaign=most_read&utm_medium=most_read3
http://www.latintimes.com/entertainment
http://www.latintimes.com/eiza-gonzalez-denies-giovani-dos-santos-romance-watch-baby-driver-star-avoid-414690?utm_source=internal&utm_campaign=most_read&utm_medium=most_read4
http://www.latintimes.com/eiza-gonzalez-denies-giovani-dos-santos-romance-watch-baby-driver-star-avoid-414690?utm_source=internal&utm_campaign=most_read&utm_medium=most_read4
http://www.latintimes.com/lifestyle
http://www.latintimes.com/refresh-your-routine-11-beauty-essentials-celebrate-spring-equinox-414538?utm_source=internal&utm_campaign=most_read&utm_medium=most_read5
http://www.latintimes.com/lifestyle
http://www.latintimes.com/how-rum-right-5-tips-pick-drink-and-enjoy-beverage-best-way-all-year-414583?utm_source=internal&utm_campaign=most_read&utm_medium=most_read1
http://www.latintimes.com/dia-de-los-muertos-trademark-eyed-disney-mexican-day-dead-holiday-theme-new-movie-126962
http://www.latintimes.com/entertainment
http://www.latintimes.com/entertainment
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://www.latintimes.com/book-life-review-why-disneys-mistake-was-foxs-greatest-win-269711
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=%E2%80%98The+Book+Of+Life%E2%80%99+Review%3A+Why+Disney%E2%80%99s+Mistake+Was+Fox%E2%80%99s+Greatest+Win+http://www.latintimes.com/book-life-review-why-disneys-mistake-was-foxs-greatest-win-269711
mailto:?&subject=%E2%80%98The+Book+Of+Life%E2%80%99+Review:+Why+Disney%E2%80%99s+Mistake+Was+Fox%E2%80%99s+Greatest+Win&body=http://www.latintimes.com/book-life-review-why-disneys-mistake-was-foxs-greatest-win-269711
http://www.latintimes.com/reporters/maria-g-valdez
http://www.latintimes.com/
http://www.latintimes.com/
http://www.latintimes.com/
https://www.facebook.com/TheLatinTimes
https://twitter.com/thelatintimes
https://plus.google.com/108640103084687399949/posts
http://www.pinterest.com/latintimes/
http://www.latintimes.com/news
http://www.latintimes.com/news
http://www.latintimes.com/entertainment
http://www.latintimes.com/entertainment
http://www.latintimes.com/sports
http://www.latintimes.com/sports
http://www.latintimes.com/lifestyle
http://www.latintimes.com/lifestyle
http://www.latintimes.com/tech-games
http://www.latintimes.com/tech-games
MariaGracia
Highlight



‘The Book Of Life’ Review: Why Disney’s Mistake Was Fox’s Greatest Win

http://www.latintimes.com/book-life-review-why-disneys-mistake-was-foxs-greatest-win-269711[3/23/17, 10:25:45 PM]

In Case You Missed

Lifestyle
MAC Cosmetics
Reveals New Selena-
Inspired Makeup
Products

Entertainment
Eduardo Verástegui
Questions God's Plan
After 14 Years Of
Celibacy

Telenovelas
Angelique Boyer
Frustrated Over Cutting
Of 'Tres Veces Ana'
Scenes

Lifestyle
Frida Kahlo Painting
Fetches Record $8M At
Christie's Auction

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Although it was a victory for the Día de los Muertos advocates, it was a great loss for Disney. Not too
long after the whole situation blew up, calmed down and eventually was forgotten, Fox announced that
they’re releasing an animated film based on the Día de los Muertos.

Silently, while Disney was in the spotlight, Fox explored the options and found a fantastic script from
Jorge R. Gutiérrez that he had been working on for years. Originally titled “El Matador,” it went on to
become “Día de los Muertos” to finally end as “The Book of Life.” The results are fantastic. Of course,
it’s not like Fox owns the whole “Día de los Muertos,” as Disney intended to do, and the movie is a nice
reminder of the tradition with great Latino actors as well as their fine American counterparts, crafted
to appeal to both younger and older audiences.

Directed by Gutiérrez himself and produced by famed Mexican director Guillermo del Toro, The Book
of Life focuses on the journey of Manolo Sánchez (Diego Luna), a young man who is torn between
fulfilling the expectations of his family and following his heart. In love with the beautiful María (Zoe
Saldana), yet having to battle with the affections of the charming Joaquín (Channing Tatum) to win her
heart, the spirits La Muerte (Kate del Castillo) and Xibalba (Ron Perlman) bet on who will win María.

Kate del Castillo and Ron Perlman voice characters La Muerte and Xibalba 20th Century Fox

In his journey, Manolo battles between life and death for his love for María, and is forced to face his
greatest fears in order to prove himself worthy. What I loved about the movie was that they began by
explaining about what Día de los Muertos is about, and the film entered a magical world where the
story took place. Although the concept of a “love story,” which is the main storyline, might be overdone,
this time around Gutiérrez gives it a different twist worth watching.

He mixes life, death, traditions and pop culture in a way that they all blend in perfection, and
introduces the music of Gustavo Santaolalla, one of the most famous Latino musicians, composers and
producers. The soundtrack also included more “Latinized” versions of Radiohead’s “Creep,” Mumford
and Sons’ “I Will Wait” and Biz Markie’s “Just a Friend,” along with music by Owl City and 30 Seconds
to Mars. Something I loved was hearing a “Cielito Lindo” version by none other than Plácido Domingo,
who voiced one of the characters, and songs by Latinos Jessie & Joy, Café Tacvba, Kinky and La Santa
Cecilia. It was definitely a great mix of both the Hispanic and American market.

Another fantastic blend was the casting selection. You have famous Hollywood names such as
Channing Tatum, Ice Cube, Christina Applegate and Ron Perlman, together with some of the most
recognized Latinos in Hollywood like Zoe Saldana, Diego Luna, Héctor Elizondo, Danny Trejo, Eugenio
Derbez, Cheech Marin and Gabriel Iglesias; but also Latino names that might not be as recognized in
the American market but are staples in the Hispanic market: Angélica María, Kate del Castillo, Ana de
la Reguera and Sandra Echeverría.

Latino, American, or any ethnicity, the movie will captivate you one way or another. Could be the love
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story, the transitions between the world of the dead and the living, the songs, the colors, the traditions,
Manolo’s struggle with following his passion versus pleasing his family, or even the “friendly rivalry”
between him and Joaquín. Truth is, The Book of Life is totally recommended. Great to go see with your
whole family, friends, significant other or whoever’s up for a great time, healthy fun and something
that’s going to make you feel good!

The Book of Life opens October 17.
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